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As We Wei
By Heywood Broun

.UGENE O^EILL'S new play
"Diff'rent is to be brooght up
to Broadway from its Macdou-
gal Street beginnings to take

the place of hia "Emperor Jones'' at
matinees at the Selwyn Theater, while
"The Emperor Jones" moves over to
the Princcss and has a theater all to
itself. This seems a fair time to make
a recount on O'Ncill. Something ought
to be done about him. He Is, we think,
beginning to listen to his own drum-
bea'.s. He knows what those repeicus-
sive monotones did to poor Emperor
Jone3. We wonder if he rcmembers an

old story cf James Huneker's called
"The Lord's Prayer in B." In it an un-
believer is executed by the simple, if
hideoua, procesa of beiug made to listen
for six days and six night3 to tho Dis.e
Ires eung, by relaya of monks, in the
key of B major, to tho accompaniment
of B major drumbcats. Barring "The
Third Kingdom," it ia probably Hune¬
ker's fioest story. The drums of "The
Emperor Jonea'' run it a close second.
Taey, too, aro hideous, and beat back,
probably, to the time in human rnemory
**hen the drip in a cave kept a caveman

earsi^? till he- though: to profit by his
raiaery by uaiog It cri hia encmles. It
became a human weapon, ar.d thereupen
H bred a human fcar. It sarvives
wbanely as a human ar.tipathy, at the
y*rj least. It ia fairly safe to say that
aebod7 rea'.Iy bankers for tho sound of
eadeneed repetltion.
Wt will now have to return over some

Btt!e ground and «3k Mr. O'Neill again
it he is not listening overmuch to his
vn drambeats, and cxpiain just which
dnmsbeata we mean. Obvionsly, v.o

kope, not the long-continned rumbling
«t Us own play, or Mr. Huneker's story.

April Blair Writes
A Letter to Herself

«2>EAR ME," John Golden's
^*» latert production, current at

the ItepuV.'.e Theater, takes ita came
from the heroineV, faculty for self-
exaai'.nation. IKc clavey in an old
tae.i's home, Apri! Blair (Graca La
Rnei ke^pa up a letter correspond-
eaco with herself.

"Dear Me: I take my pen in hand
to t«0 you that I do not like the
»»7 you lost your.temper with Mrs.
Camey j^zv-.nWj. It didn't do any-
WJ7 any good. Mrs. Carney is juat
the aarne, bst you aro worse off.

"I took a waik the otber day and
**w a garden. It was full of fiowers.
Now 70U have a garden. It isn't in
fom*body's back yard, hut in your,
ttind. The fiowora in it aro the
things you think and the weeda are
tha mean Uttle thinga you do.
"And, dear me, your garden Is

ftjll of weeds to-day. Now, if you
ho* earefflll7 among your thoughta
.. you do imcmg your geraniume
ttaybe some on« will eee a flower
**d want ona. But wbo wanta
ir**ds?
*¦'«», I hfjpm I don't ha^e to write

yw afccmt th!» «gain. With kindest
*"»g*rdg to dear Mra. Carney and all
*&. tik* old gtntlernen, I close, hope-
fafly ywit*. MYfiELF.

"V. %r~l h«p« you notlced that I
V&iwA two we*d« by aaylng auch
***. tfcinga «l>«at th« old Inmatea
*»4 tt«lr k**j>t*."

yVeasr Sa?si?'aJ3crx~j&a2r<.

re Sayiiij
j Wo mean those fainter and still pleas-
tng sounds thut come at thc end of all
of Mr. O'Neill's plays.the thud' of a
fallen aspiration. Wc have not seen
or read a aingle one of these plays ln
which we did not see his hero, after a

mighty grasp at heaven, fall flat on
hia face in the dirt. We will try an

unpracticed psychanalytic hand 011 Mr.
O'Xeill and conclude that he began a

complex at Ilarvard over the nioun-
tain ¦which laborcd and brought forth
a niouse.

When thc first O'Xeill plays appcarcd
.at the Provincetown Players" Theator
they camo with the bito and refreahment
of cold air. We were all abundantly fed
with the uplift of thc arrived drama-
i:.'. i, and some of us hardly hoped to
survive any more happy endings. Tlie
Eteam-heated peace and purfection of
final curtains had mado us willing to
acciaim anything great which sccmed
ugly and halting and real enough to fit
in with our own experienccs.
But we did not mcan to ask Mr.

O'Neiil always to l°ave u:j biting the
dust. Nor do wo mean to stay with him
if he does. We know that life does fall
into certain major patterns, but curcly
not always into the tame one. Lifc has
ifs rhythma, and gocs both up and down.

j W© can't feel that a man haa thc right
to epeak pcrpetually of btarting at the
top and going down, a3 if it were never
true that he alao startcd at tho bottom
and came back up. The individual has
his rhythm8, too. ,It is a line bet that
tho man of forty or fifty will arrivc at
thc splendid promise he gave at three.
It'a as good a one that ut aixly or sev-

enty he will have alurr.ped back to
where ho was at fifteen. It may also
be that at eighty he will have lost that
instinctive cry for safety knoira as
conservatisra and will blossorn out
again, in the bricf final time before ho
ia a hundred and back beside tho iire-
place, v.aiting to die as a good party
m«?»'..
We believe that a dramatist of caliber

is tho one- who can write thc rise of
man as well as his fall. We bclieved in
Eugcno O'Neiil in tho beginning be-
cause we bclicvcd that ho had atarted
at the black end only because ho felt it
was being neglectcd. In the old-fash-
ioned days of palnting, the paintcr put
in his blackest dab first, named it hia

jultiinatc shadow, and then painted such
auii a:» went with it. That kept thc
canvas from being ahrouded in tho kind
of shadow that too bright and too

youthful a nun would cast.
So we watched und applauded when

Mr. O'Neiil laid on tho iir^t good round
brown apot. We said he knew his busi-
ness, and his canvas would repay our

ahouting. What we have actually seen

aince ls nothing more- nor less than Mr.
CNcill's paticnt, unaltcrablo dabbing
at tho selfsamo spot. "Tho Emperor
Jonea," we think, ia the very perfection
of Mr. O'Neill's brown spoti. Nowhcre
clsa have wo ever seen tho ironic circle
so impressively closed. Jf ho had not

prepared us for it by too many such as

"Thc Moon of the Caribheen," "In thc
Zone," "Bound East for Cardiff," "Be-
lyond the Horison," "Tho Uope," and cso

i on, wo should have been, if possible,
even rnoro rhapsodic than we wero over

j"The Emperor Jones." Even a", wc

shall continuo to rcgard it as the fmest
ironic gesturo our theiter has known
and the on* most applieable to llfo it-

jwlf. But If we had hoped that O'Neiil
j having finally done his best in that gal-
ilery, would then tum into another, then

"Winter'sTale"
Is Production

of Armfields
Constar.co Smedley Anniield, whose'

production of "The Winter's Tale" will
bo Knen at the special performances at
the Little Theater February 4, 6, 11
and 12, is a born ciarling of tho gods
o£ chance. That is, sho attributes her
career to chance, but any ono who talk3
with her for u moment ia bound to
realizo that her belief in the best in
the world has aided her to succesa be-.
yond any effort.of mere blind chance.
When Mrs. Armficld was seventeen

her first play was accepted by no less

j a person than Charles Wyndham. Her
second play found favor with Mrs. Pat-
rick Campbell, and for the next few
years, in writing for Cyril Maude and
in deslgning the decoratlons for Bcer-'
bohm Tree's "King John" and the
souvenirs for his "Midsumraer Night'r,
Dream," sho learnad much of etago-
craft and of methods of production-
The privilege of being present at all
rchcarsals of the Campbell and Tree
companies was so rare that Mra. Arm-
field insists upon attributing it. to'
chance.
When she was twenty-two Mrs. Ann-

field turngd her back upon the etage,
land einco then haa never written an-j
cther play. I
After her marriage sho left London

to livo in the country, and there an-
other need was apparent to her. Here
were villagers absolutely without any
broadening influence.s whatsoever, Ac-
cordingly she and her husband organ-
ized tho Cotswold Players, recruitcd
from tho countryside, who traveled
from village to village, frequently on

bicycles, with their stage wardrobes
strapped to the handlebars, and with
hastily improvised settings, gave sim-
ple plays, which found enthusiastic
bupp^rL and wide appeal. This organi-
zation, with its range of twenty-three
1 amleta, began to compete in popular-
ity with tho village saloons, and its
contribution to tho humdrum^life of
the people has been immeasurfble.
From this starting point evolved the

plan of tho Greenleaf Theater, which
has passed through several experi-
mental stages. There is nothing sen-
sational about the plan.-rsimply the
production of classics humanly, as real
playe, with real comedy, real pathos

land rhythmic flow of action and speech.
Tho costumes are simple but startling-
ly effective. There are no stara, no

supers, no "type players." In "The Win¬
ter's Tale" the same actor plays An-
tigonus and Florizel.
After the Greenleaf Theater h»d

.' been established and successful in Eng-
lland, Mr. and Mrs. Armflcld came to
America, for tho idea of the Greenleaf
Theater ia not ono institution in one
place, but a serles of groups of playerB,
all in touch with each other, and each

'lenrichlng the life of its own com-
munity.

camo "Diff'rent" to confound us, Wo
have no consolation but bis youth.

» a . « . *. » a

,! If we have seemed to spend too much
. effort upon a young man whom w» tem-
i porarily despair of, it ia because, what-
ever his faults, he can still writ* tha

ii kind of talk for the theater that ia tha
one thing that will redeera it. W« need
only listen to provailing stage dialogue
to say to ourielf: "Taka«as back to that
deapondlng young O'JTeill."

'Chu Chin Chow,9 Played 2
Times in London. Sets Record
By Otis Peabody Swift his long biack mandarin mustache.

From The Tribune** European BurecU . "£?' l cannot 5a? t!?at l £nd "%«$*
j , evolving into an Arabian despot," he

London, Jan. t-. 6ai(j> «Dtit it is true that I spend alrr.ost
Li./fc nU CHIN CHOW," thc as much time being Abu Hasan as I

1P "musical tale of thc East," do being Oscar Asche. Durir.g thc holi-
5y^ which has been playing at day season, when wo have two per-

Ilis Majesty's Theater, Hay- formanccs daily ar.d I am on the stage
market. since August 31, 1916, has just for almost aix and a half hours, this
given its 12,000th consecutive perform- is particularlj true. For 1,582 days.[
ance and ia still playing to "standing for almost 2,000 performances, al-'
room on'y" crowds. The play has though I have taken a week's vacatton
broken all records, both for length of a number of time.-?.I have been Abu'
the run and the number of perform- Hasan. It has certainly made inc fcel
ances, and London has decided that at home in llowin^ robes and wearing
"Chu Chin Chow" has becoine as much a scimitar, but when I get back into
of an institution as the British Museum. civilians after tho show I havc no!
The play is the story of "Tho Forty Jrouble in becomintr an Englishman

Thieves," and was produced in New again. But it'a an interesting prcmise.
York in Octobcr, 191G. It had a tre- Does a man who plnys a villain part
mendous auccesa there and is still be- lon? enough eventtially become villain-
ing produced in America, tho eompany; ous? Or a stage minister lead a bet-
being at present in.Canada. Three ter life? There'a something in the
road companies are giving the play iden." t
throughout the United Kingdom, and ]f. S>I.,ambert. manager of tho the-!
there aro other companies touring ater. says that there'are tlfteen prln-India, South Africa and Auatralia. cipals who have been in thc cast since
Between thc acta of yesterday's per- the opening of the play, but that aefc-

formances Oscar Asche, producer and jng Arabian parts has not made them
actor-manager of tho play, stopped for Oriental. He gives many interesting
a moment in tho mariagcr'a office. llo facta about the long run ot" "Chu Chin
waa dressed in the gorgeous yellow chow."
and black robes of his part, and spoke "More than 3.000,000 nerson3 have
in thc deep commanding voice that Seen the play in the last four and a
audiencea know in Abu Hasan, _sheik n3]f. year?," says Mr. Lambert, "and
of tho robber band. Tho Oriental, wc tf-nd that many ot" them come to the
figure seemed so perfect in character performances again and again One
that ho was asked whether he had felt Lancashire family reserved eight Stalls
any distinct paychological change a-* a every Tuesday evening for two year?,
resuit of four and a half years of Hv- and either camo themselves or sent
Ing the part of an Eastern robber -

baron. Mr. Aache amiled and lingcred tCtntinue* tn pmgs ftur)

JBteto Cljeatrttal ©ffertngs
i

MONDAY.A* the Greanwlch Vlllaga Theater, Willard Mack will present
himself and Clara, Jocl ln "Near Kanta Barbara." Tho castt Joseph
Streeney, T. Tamamoto, Zola Talma, Charles Abbe, Howard Tuesdals,
Luia Albemi and Royal Stout. .

The Provincetown Players present their third bill, "Tho Spring,"
by George Cram Cook.

PRIDAY.At the Little Theater, Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Arrafield will
present, under the New York Kindcrgarten Associatlon, "Tho Winter'a
Tale," by Shakespeare, for a series of epeclal matlnee performances.
The cast inclndes John Burr, Grace Celeste, Dorothy Johnston,
Hsnry Stillman and Marjorie Vonnegut.

SATURDAY.At the Century Promenade, beginnlng at 11:30 p. m, tho
8htibert» will present "The Midnight Roundera of 1021." The easti
Ada Forman, Tot Qualtors, Olga Cook, Ethcl Davis, Besslo Clifford,
Jessica Brown, Dooley and Sales, Ted Lorraino, Gladya Walton,
Gulran end Margncrite, Cleveland Bronner, Ingrld Solfing, John
Lowe and others.
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Broken Wing"
Airplane Thrill.

Found in War
"Linked in tho brain by a v/ondrous

chain our thoughta are hiddcn." A
glint ol' the sun, the fall of a drop of

ia mcrely one ot' a million waya
in which the chain is breken and the
thought springs forth, assumes body
ai d something new is creatcd. Just

with a play.something ^o slight,
so zephyrlike as to be almost intangi-
ble. By a imple mental process it as-

sumes a soli litied form and thu3 ia
created the genesis of a play.
Take "Tho Broken Wing," for ex-

amplc, which is now running at the
Forty-cighth Street Theater. Paul
Dickey, co-autlior with Charles God-
dard in the writing of this dramatic
eucccss, while trying to help mako the
v.'orld safe for democi*3cy as a member
of the lst Marine Flying S.quadron
witi <~ssed an accident to ono of his
comrades in Bclgiuti ivhi gave him
a brain flash which crystalllzed into an
idea for this play. Here i3 the etory
as Mr. Dickey tolls it:
"A Chicago boy returning with one

of the marino squadrona after a raid
over the German lines found it nceea-i
Eary to mako a forced landing. Tho
big Do Haviland plane crashed over
cn its back into a bad smash-up on
the rocks. The observer wa3 unin-
jured. but the pilot received a severe
concussion of the brain and a general
shaking up. He wna taken to a little
French hospital at D.unkirk, where,
from all outward appoaranccs. he
seemed to be recovcring rapidly. Close
cbservation of the casci by tho sur-
geons showed a rather strange de-
velopment. While he was regaininghis normal physical self, his brain sua-
tained a slijht injury which absolutely
cut eff his memory nnd knowledge of
any past life. This form of amnesia
continued for some time, even after
he had left the Dunkirk hospital and
v,as transferred to Calaia.
"During this period of hia lapse of

memory he fell very much in Tove with
a little French nursc who had taken
care of him, and the wifo that he had
left in Cliicago he had no reroilection
of. hix weeks later this boy's memory
was brought, back in a rather dramatic
manne'r. He was sitting in a little
rest room in the hospital with a num-
ber oi his convalescipg comrades when
an old scratched record of a phonograpb
was playing a medley of old American
songa. He constantly mado his com-
panions homesick by lifting the little
needle from the dial and placing it
back on the tracks of 'Home, Sweet
Home.' It was this little sector of an
old phonogroph record that finallylinked together the broken chain of
his past and his memory closed upwithout a seain.

"I lost no time in sending my part¬
ner. Mr. Goddard, a cablegram: 'Plane
crashes. Pilot amnesia. Forgets Chi¬
cago wife. Wants marry nurso. Pho-
nograph links up past.' I suggasted in
a letter that followed that ho give
the idea tlie once-over and if he thought
as well of it. as I did to start ahead
and I would be with him after the
armistice. Mr. Goddard met me on
myreturn to the Statos with a scheme
well laid out. We decided to pickMexico for the loe-j.le and jumped down
to the border immediately to complete'The Broken Wing.' The call of a
whip-poor-will to itsmate suggesteci the
tune of 'Over There.' and we decided
to use It in place of the phonograph
as a means of stimulating the flnc
nerve cell to bridge the gulf of tho
past and tho present, Tho Chicagoboy has since been happily rcunited
with hia family and he laughs over the
minhap wkich gave birth to 'The
Broken Wing.'"

The Ne1
^**r HE three new productions to be
fllfj made thia week offer plenty of
fafftX variety to to theater public. Wil-

lard Maek to-morrow will prc-
sent "Near Santa Barbara," anewmrlo-
drama], at tho Greenwich Village The¬
ater: on Friday aftcrnoon "The Winter'a
Talc" has ita first performanco at the
Littlo Theater, and Saturda'y night will
bting thc opening of the new Ccnlury
Piomenade show. "Midnight Rounders
of 1921."

"Xear Santa Barbara" ia a Mack
m'elodrama with a Brct llarte flavor
o*" the West in ita setting among
the foothills of California. Eastern
tenderfeet running ranchea, the eternal
trianglc.villainy and gunplay, and at
the end retributive justice .is the gen¬
eral Bcheme, worked out in the Wil-
lard Mack style. Mr. Mack and Ciara
Joel are supported by Charles Abbp.
Jos-eph Sweeney, T. Tamamoto, Zola
Ta'ma, Howard Trucsda'e, Luis Alberni
and Royal Stout.

On Friday afternqon, February i,
at 3:15,"The Winter'a Tale" wilibepre-
sentcd for the first time, with a second
¦performance on Saturday morning, at
10:45. Two moi": performances will be
given next week on the same day= at
the same hours. These productiona are
made by Mr. and Mre. Maxweil Arm-
field, under the anspices' of the New
York Kind^r^arten Assaciation 'r\~
.eompany inciude3 Jlarjorio Vonnegui,
iJobn Burr, Graco Celeste, Dorothy
Johnston and Henry Stillman. The
costumes, which have been deslgned
by Mr. Armneld from ancicnt Bo-
hemian and.Sicilian art, and the music,
which is derived from early English
and Italian sources, are esnecially dc-
lightfui.

On Saturday r.ight at 11:30 comes
thc new "Midnight Rounders of 1P21,"
the opening of which has been post-
poned from Monday, January 31, be¬
cause of the many changea that havc
been made in the roof theater in prep-
aration for this production, which is
to include many novel feat'ures. The
music by Jean Schwartz, the lyrics by
Alfred Bryan and Cleveland Bronner
has etaged the musical r.umbers and
the dances. Ada Forman, Tot Qual-
ters, Olga Cook, Ethel Davis, Bessie
Clifford, Jessica Brown, Ted Lorrainc,
Gladys Walton, John Lowe. Joe Brown-
ing, Latira Duby, Ingtid Solfing and
others are in the large cast.

The Provincetown Players open their
third bill to-morrow evening at 9
o'clock with a play entltled "The
Spring," by George Cram Cook. It is
a drama dealing with psychic phenom-
lena and takea up a new phaao of the
jconflicjt between faith and fact with
the events interpreted by tho charac-
ters from three pointa of view.that
of the Bcientific investigator, of the
skeptic and of the bellever In spiritual-
ism. *.

Gay MacLaren will give her first
New York recital this afternoon at the
Belmont Theater. Miss MacLaren's
dramatic offerlng is an unusnal kind
of irapersonation. She oses no es-
peeial costumes or scenery but depends
entirely upon her own power3 to create
tba illusion. She has a repertory of
thirty plays, but has never seen either

j book or manuseript of any of them.
She attends tha play three or five
times, nerer more, and ia then able
to reprodnce it, imitatinc all the vhar-
actcri.

A new shuffe of plaja and theaters
jhas enabled two of St. John Erdne's

zLl
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w Plays
drama3 to find homca for regular night
'performarices. "Mixed Marriage" will
open to-morrow night at the Sixty-third
Street Theater, with the same cast that
haa been appearing hitherto. "The Em¬
peror Jones" moved into tha Princcss
last night for a ran, which lcaves room
for "Diff'rent" at the Selwyn Theater,
in a series of Monday, TueBday, Thurs-
day and Friday matinees. A new cur-
tain raiser has been found for "The Em¬
peror Jonea-' in Laurence Langner*s
"And Ho N'cvcr Knew," which provides
the lighter note n eded tu preccde the
ihtonse performance of Gilpin.
Grace George ime her activi-

tics as an actress-managcrcss at the
Playhouse to-night, when she will pro-
duce "Tho New Morality" for tho benelit
of tho China Faminc 1. Following
this performance the play will be put on
for a series of special matinees on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, rhui :..; and Fridaj*.
"Nicc People,'' by Rachel Crothers, in d

tho play chosen to open the new Kiaw fl
Theater, at 251 West Forty-fiftli Street, ^
on the evening <.r February 21. Kam
H Harris presents Francino Larrimore
in this pi< played
out of town and ist grati-
fying reception. It .- a ."-'!-.
'ing with the manners, or -. wn,
in the present-day young people, a
subject which iia3 been

tly in one of n s maj iziuos.

Beginning to-morrow evening, Jaau-
ary 31, at the Lexington Theater, and
ccntinuinfi through the week, with mat-
inees on Wednesday and h'aturday, the
Commonwcalth Center will give benefit
performances of the Russian Isba.
The purpose of Commonwealth Center
is thrcefold. .First, to estabjish a na-
tionalization center of arts, where for-
eign groupa may .: ion ir.
their Old World ;>¦. to give
Opportunitics t tudent artists
to secure recognition in opera, and
third, to cstablish a ebildren's theater
and a permanent peoplc's playhouse.

«-

Ziegfeld Frames New
Dancing Program for

Brilliant Roof Parties
There have been several sweeps of

the dance craze. It found expression in
tho popularity of the Castles, Maurice
and Walton aud Hyson and Dixon.* But
it has advanccd and receded. Cabarets
and dance places blossomed and bur-
gconed, then drooped.
But now the dance has become a con-

crete expression of the public mood.
It is more popular than ever, Florenz
Ziegfeld says, and from Palni Beach,
where he is now resting and plar.ningfor new theatrical conquests. he is
more convinced than ever of the per-mahency ot: tho dance Palm Beach
crowds, which represent tho essence of
pleasure scekers, aro dnnco mad. The
Poinciana, Everglades Club and other
lashionable centers are devoted cxclu-
sively to dancing.
^
That is why Mr. Ziegfcld is announc-

ing an entirely new program for tho
Ziegfeld Roof beginning Tuesday eve¬
ning, February S.
He hai decided to tiame his two

n*w entertainments the Ziegfeld Gar.
den Frolic, at 9 o'clock, ami tne Zieg-feld Mtdnight Frolic respectively. Each
entertainment v.ill b« irdividual and
entirely different. Misa Ann Wheaton.
musical comedy star. has been engagfdfor both shows. Edward P.ovce is di-
recting tho productions.

j Mr. Ziegfeld has also provided an-other innovBtion for Brcadway. He is
going to abolish tho romort charge.ahatcd practice along Brondwoy. Danc-
ing will begin at V o'clock.
The Ninc o'Clock Rcvue will not pre-sent girls and acts from other Ziegfeldproductions. but wii! be compo:>ed oil

new face« and new acta. There will be,'
an intermiscion between ih«- first and
second parts for moie dancing. Tho
price of seats fortho Ninc oVlock Re-

i vuo haa been reduccd from $4 to $3.


